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ABSTRACT

The management of marine resources in Indonesia’s coastal areas increasingly requires approaches that integrate ecological sustainability with socio-cultural contexts. One form of local wisdom that continues to be practiced in eastern Indonesia is sasi, a customary law system that regulates the utilization of natural resources through temporary prohibitions. This study aims to analyze closing of sasi adat as a mechanism for managing and sustaining marine resources through a case study in Namatota, Kaimana Regency, West Papua. This research employs a descriptive qualitative approach using field observations and literature review. The findings indicate that tutup sasi adat functions not only as an ecological conservation instrument by providing recovery periods for marine ecosystems, but also as a social control mechanism that strengthens community compliance with customary law. The integration of tutup sasi practices with the Sasi Gam Festival further reinforces cultural transmission, documentation, and community awareness of sustainable resource management. The study concludes that closing of sasi adat represents an effective and adaptive form of customary marine resource management rooted in local wisdom, contributing to environmental sustainability and local food security. Strengthening customary institutions and aligning customary practices with formal governance frameworks are essential to ensure the continuity of tutup sasi amid contemporary socio-economic challenges.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The management of marine resources in Indonesia’s coastal areas faces serious challenges due to increasing resource exploitation, economic pressures on coastal communities, and declining marine environmental quality. These conditions highlight the need for management approaches that do not rely solely on formal regulations, but also recognize local wisdom systems that have long been practiced by indigenous communities. Understanding the existence of fishing communities is rooted in the dialectical relationship between humans, the environment, and culture, which together shape their patterns of life (Apriyani, 2014). One form of such local wisdom is sasi, an indigenous customary law system that has developed in the Maluku and Papua regions. Sasi has long been regarded as an effective traditional practice for maintaining the sustainability of marine resources (Patriana et al., 2016). 
Through temporary prohibitions within a defined period, sasi regulates the utilization of natural resources with the aim of maintaining ecological balance and preventing overexploitation. The management of fisheries resources, including the establishment of marine conservation areas, must also consider the implications of environmental ethics embedded in local communities (Kinseng, 2017). Sasi does not merely function as a conservation rule, but also as a value system and belief structure that involves customary rituals and active community participation (Lestari et al., 2025). In the marine context, sasi serves as a mechanism for controlling resource use by allowing ecosystems time to recover naturally.
The core element of the sasi system is the practice of tutup sasi (closing of sasi), which represents a phase of prohibition on harvesting marine resources established through customary ceremonies and possessing binding social and legal force under customary law. Customary sasi law prohibits the extraction of certain natural resources within customary territories and for specific periods (Pahleviannur, 2024). Tutup sasi functions not only as an ecological instrument, but also as a mechanism of social control that regulates community behavior in utilizing marine resources based on shared values, norms, and customary agreements.
Kaimana Regency, located in the southern part of West Papua, approximately ±313 kilometers from Manokwari City, consists of seven districts: Kaimana, Teluk Arguni Atas, Teluk Etna, Buruway, Teluk Arguni Bawah, Kambrauw, and Yamor (Juliana et al., 2024). Namatota Village, situated within Kaimana Regency, is one of the areas that continues to maintain the practice of tutup sasi adat in the management of marine resources. This practice is applied to high economic value marine commodities that are vulnerable to overexploitation, such as sea cucumbers, trochus shells (lola), and batulaga. Therefore, examining tutup sasi adat in Namatota is important for understanding the role of customary law in sustaining marine resources and its contribution to community-based marine resource management grounded in local wisdom. Until today, the utilization of natural resources by the people of Kampung Namatota continues to adhere to their customary practices known locally as sasi (nggama) (Nurmaningtyas, 2013).
One of the areas that continues to maintain the practice of tutup sasi adat in the management of marine resources. This practice is applied to marine commodities with high economic value and high vulnerability to exploitation, such as sea cucumbers, trochus shells (lola), and batulaga. Therefore, examining tutup sasi adat in Namatota is important for understanding the role of customary law in ensuring the sustainability of marine resources as well as its contribution to marine resource management based on local wisdom. Customary practices that give rise to legal consequences are referred to as customary law; however, these practices also entail sanctions when violated by members of the community in which they apply (Souhaly, 2016).

2. METHODS
This study employed a descriptive qualitative approach using a case study method. Data were collected through field observations of customary sasi practices in Namatota Village, Kaimana Regency, West Papua, as well as through literature review of scientific articles, journals, and documents related to customary law and natural resource management. Data analysis was conducted descriptively and analytically by linking field findings and literature with concepts of local wisdom, customary law, and environmental conservation.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
In Namatota, West Papua, the practice of tutup sasi adat continues to be implemented as part of a customary law-based marine resource management system. Tutup sasi represents a crucial phase in the sasi cycle, marked by a prohibition on harvesting marine resources in specific areas and for certain resource types over an agreed period. This prohibition aims to provide recovery time for marine ecosystems while ensuring the sustainability of local food resources for coastal communities. Tutup sasi is not merely normative in nature but is manifested through customary rituals involving the king and customary elders. The proclamation of customary decrees serves as a symbol of social legitimacy and a binding mechanism ensuring community compliance with prevailing customary rules.
In recent years, the practice of tutup sasi in Namatota has been strengthened through the organization of the Namatota Sasi Gam Festival, which in 2025 was held on 23–24 November at Kampung Budaya Namatota. The festival is initiated by the Namatota community as part of the Cultural Village Advancement Activation Program with facilitation from the Ministry of Culture. The Sasi Gam Festival functions as a cultural representation space that reaffirms the meaning of tutup sasi as a mechanism for marine resource management and sustainability. The implementation of sasi constitutes customary law formulated, supervised, and coordinated by customary institutions authorized to establish binding decisions (Saimima & Unitly, 2023). The festival’s peak is marked by the tutup sasi ceremony, during which the king and customary elders proclaim customary decrees signaling the commencement of a marine resting period. This moment is not merely ceremonial, but also serves as a medium for transmitting customary values and knowledge to younger generations. Festival activities such as photographic exhibitions, traditional craft workshops, storytelling sessions, and children’s art performances illustrate community efforts to integrate customary practices with educational and cultural documentation initiatives.
The customary sasi gam procession functions as a customary law mechanism regulating the utilization of natural resources within a specific timeframe. Through sasi gam, the indigenous community of Namatota establishes prohibitions on marine resource extraction as a form of controlling resource use to maintain ecological balance and sustainability. During the implementation of tutup sasi gam, prohibitions are specifically imposed on the harvesting of sea cucumbers, trochus shells, and batulaga, which are high-value marine commodities vulnerable to overexploitation. Sea cucumbers, particularly Holothuria scabra, possess high economic value and are therefore prime targets for exploitation (Lewerissa et al., 2023). The imposition of these prohibitions aims to allow marine resources adequate time for natural recovery and regeneration. So, sasi gam functions as a traditional conservation mechanism that plays an important role in maintaining marine ecosystem sustainability while ensuring resource availability for future generations.
The implementation of tutup sasi gam is preceded by the Sawat Dance as a welcoming performance symbolizing respect for guests and marking the commencement of the customary procession. Within the context of customary law, traditions that are practiced and obeyed by the community carry binding legal consequences. In Namatota Village, customary norms regulate individual behavior to align with collectively agreed values and provisions. Therefore, sasi gam serves not only as an ecological regulation, but also as a social control instrument that strengthens community adherence to customary law. It represents a form of local wisdom that regulates human–nature relations through rhythms of pause, respect, and limitation in resource utilization (Sitompul, 2025). 
The continuity of sasi gam in Namatota must be preserved as an expression of respect for nature as God’s creation and as a moral responsibility in managing natural resources as a trust. In addition to sasi gam, the Namatota community also practices marine resource management through the use of sofa-sofa, a traditional fishing gear made from woven coconut or gemutu leaves bound with rope. Sofa-sofa is commonly used to catch lompa fish and has limited and selective catching capacity, thereby indirectly restricting the quantity of fish captured at one time. This practice reflects the community’s ecological awareness in applying principles of sustainable marine resource utilization.

4. CONCLUSION
Closing of sasi adat in Namatota constitutes a customary law mechanism that plays a strategic role in the management and sustainability of marine resources. Through temporary prohibitions on marine resource utilization, tutup sasi provides space for ecosystem recovery while maintaining local food security for coastal communities. This practice demonstrates that indigenous communities possess effective, adaptive, and value-based systems of natural resource management rooted in local wisdom. The integration of tutup sasi practices with the Namatota Sasi Gam Festival illustrates the ability of customary law to adapt within contemporary social contexts without losing its core values.
The festival functions not only as a cultural celebration, but also as a space for representation, education, and the strengthening of cultural documentation and village knowledge systems. Thus, tutup sasi should be understood not merely as a customary tradition, but as a sustainable marine resource management instrument relevant to contemporary environmental conservation agendas. Strengthening customary institutions and fostering synergy between customary law and formal policy are necessary to ensure the continuity of tutup sasi amid modernization pressures and economic demands. Sasi has been shown to impact economic aspects through increased production and income, as well as ecological aspects through environmental preservation (Lerebulan et al., 2018). This article is expected to serve as both an academic and practical reference for the development of local wisdom-based natural resource management models in Indonesia’s coastal regions.

5. ACKNOWLEDGMENT
The authors would like to express their sincere gratitude to the people of Namatota Village for their openness and willingness to share knowledge and experiences related to the practice of tutup sasi adat. Appreciation is also extended to customary leaders and community elders who provided valuable insights during field observations.


REFERENCES

Apriyani, A. A. (2014). Tradisi Masyarakat Pesisir Saat Penangkapan Ikan. 1996, 1–6.
Juliana, A., Revida, E., Marjono, A., & Purba, S. (2024). Development Strategy of Kampung Namatota Tourist Attraction in Kaimana District, Kaimana Regency, West Papua Province. Ganaya : Jurnal Ilmu Sosial Dan Humaniora, 7(2), 1–11. https://doi.org/10.37329/ganaya.v7i2.2578
Kinseng, R. A. (2017). Faktor Etika Dalam Pengelolaan Sumberdaya Perikanan Di Indonesia. Jurnal Sosial Ekonomi Kelautan Dan Perikanan, 4(2), 175. https://doi.org/10.15578/jsekp.v4i2.5828
Lerebulan, M., Girsang, W., & Siwalette, J. D. (2018). Pengelolaan Sumberdaya Alam Berbasis Kearifan Lokal (Studi Kasus Sasi Di Desa Watmuri Kepulauan Tanimbar) Local Wisdom-Based Natural Resource Management (Case Study in Watmuri Village, Tanimbar Islands). AGRILAN : Jurnal Agribisnis Kepulauan, 6(3), 284–298. https://scholar.google.com/scholar?cluster=9220535848676692455&hl=id&as_sdt=0,5
Lestari, P. A., Lestari, F. D., Abidin, R. Z., Zuliansyah, R. D., Zulfayani, Z., & Suryani, D. R. (2025). Kearifan Lokal dalam Pelestarian Alam: Implementasi Adat Sasi pada Suku-suku di Bumi Anim Ha. Jurnal Adat Dan Budaya Indonesia, 7(1), 72–77. https://doi.org/10.23887/jabi.v7i1.84293
Lewerissa, Y. A., Ayal, F. W., & Letsoin, Y. N. (2023). The Performance Efficiency Of The Sasi System For The Sandfish Sea Cucumber (Holothuria Scabra) In Tungu Village, Aru Islands. Jurnal Penelitian Sosial Ekonomi Perikanan Dan Kelautan, 7, 67–76.
Nurmaningtyas, A. R. (2013). Kearifan Lokal Kampung Namatota Distrik Kaimana Kota Dalam Pemanfaatan Sumber Daya Alam. Jurnal Arsitektur Dan Planologi, 3(2), 47.
Pahleviannur, M. R. (2024). Pengelolaan Sumberdaya Alam dan Pelestarian Lingkungan Hidup melalui Hukum Adat SASI di Indonesia: A Systematic Literature Review. Renewable Energy Issues, 1(1), 10. https://doi.org/10.47134/rei.v1i1.1
Patriana, R., Adiwibowo, S., A. Kinseng, R., & Satria, A. (2016). Perubahan Kelembagaan Dalam Pengelolaan Sumberdaya Laut Tradisional (Kasus Kelembagaan Sasi Di Kaimana). Sodality: Jurnal Sosiologi Pedesaan, 4(3). https://doi.org/10.22500/sodality.v4i3.14435
Saimima, J. M., & Unitly, A. J. . (2023). SASI sebagai budaya konservasi. http://repo.iain-tulungagung.ac.id/5510/5/BAB 2.pdf
Sitompul, N. E. S. G. (2025). Living Christian Faith Ecologically : Sasi As A Practical Expression Of Caring For God ’ S Creation. Lembaga Penelitian Dan Pengabdian Masyarakat, UKiP Sorong, 10(2), 197–210.
Souhaly, R. (2016). Sasi Adat Kajian terhadap Pelaksanaan Sasi Adat dan Implikasinya. KENOSIS, 2(2), 192–205.

 [image: Creative Commons License] Priviet Social Sciences Journal is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.





64

Volume 4, Issue 12, available at https://journal.privietlab.org/index.php/PSSJ
image2.jpeg




image1.png
OPEN aACCESS




image3.png




